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Spousal Beneficiary and a Single Inherited IRA 

 
An IRA owner, age 68, makes his spouse, age 62, the sole beneficiary of his IRA.  They 
have two adult children, ages 35 and 25. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Owner’s Death (age 75) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spouse’s Death (age 80) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: This is one example of how a stretch IRA might be structured.  Professional guidance is strongly 

recommended. 
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The surviving spouse 
rolls the IRA over into 
her name.  She 
designates her two 
children as joint 
beneficiaries of her 
single rollover account.
 

Beginning at age 70½, 
the surviving spouse 
takes her RMDs. 
 

The children inherit the 
IRA assets.  Each child 
receives RMDs based 
on the single life 
expectancy of the 
oldest child. They may 
not mix the funds with 
other IRA assets. 
 

Beginning at age 70½, 
the IRA owner takes his 
required minimum 
distributions (RMDs). 
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